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This Week in NYC 


The NY State Theatre in 
Lincoln Center became a certainty 
with the State signing to guarantee 
$15 million toward construction and 
with the release of Philip Johnson 
Associates designs for the 2801 
seat, five tier, horse-shoe shaped 
playhouse, If the NY City Board 
of Estimate votes the $2 to $ 3 
million required to complete con- 
struction, the State will give the 
house to the City and it may __ be- 
come the new home of the City 
Center, Red and garnet auditor - 
ium will have no aisles in the or- 
chestra as the seats are 40 inches 
apart back-to-back, Three lower 
balconies at the rear will have 
five rows each, side balconies will 
have one row each, Theatre will 
serve as exhibit of both State and 
City during 1964 NY World's Fair, 


Plays 


Shows that closed include-- 
The Miracle Worker after 719 and 
An Evening with Mike Nichols and 
Elaine May after 307 performances 
+»«+Come Blow Your Horn was pick- 
eted Fri eve by Ladies Garment 
Workers Union members of Madiso- 
nit Co, Newark, NJ to protest move 
of knitwear concern in which Hal 
March is major stockholder to Va, 


From the Second City Chiec- 
ago revue to open Sept 26 at Royale 
-e- Milk and Honey, new name of 
"Shalom" musical about Israel set 
for Oct 10 at Martin Beck,.. Mourn- 
ing Becomes Electra revival by 
Phoenix Theatre to be on Broadway, 
staged by Jose Quintero who would 
like Geraldine Page and Jason Ro - 
bards, Jr for leads,,.High Fidelity 
new name of '"'Hip Hip Horray!" com- 
edy by Arthur Carter, to open Sept 
25 at Ambassador, produced by Lym 
Loesser, directed by Jack Ragotzy 
with Louis Nye, Leon Belasco... 
Charles Bowden to present Tenn - 
essee Williams! The Night of the 
Iguana Dec 28 at Royale starring 
Bette Davis, Ridgley Bullock has 
resigned as partner, 


NYC Calendar 


Much Ado About Nothing - 
Wollman Memorial Rink-Central 
Park 7/5, NY Shakespeare Fest- 
ival opens sixth season, With Nan 
Martin, J.D, Cannon directed by 
Joe Papp. 


No Corner in Heaven -- 
Eleanor Gould Theatre (109 Allen 
St ) 7/8, New play by Joseph Car - 
uso, Jr with Antonio Antonacci, 
Frank Torren, directed by B. Her- 
rod, 


Players 


Robert Goulet, Camelot,re- 
turned after missing 16 perform - 
ances due to minor operation... 
Anna Maria Alberghetti, Carnival, 
fainted near end of first act Thur 
eve, but recovered to complete show 
Michael Wilding to replace Mich- 
ael Rennie, Mary Mary Jul 17... 
Terry Carter replaced Johnny Sekka 
as title player in Kwamina musical 
with Sally Anne Howe now due Oct 23 
Stritch and Jean Fenn’ to 
co-star in Sail Away...James Don - 
ald to star in When No One Is Look- 
ing mystery...Lee Venora and Joan 
Weldon to be Alfred Drake's leading 
ladies in Kean musical due Nov 2 at 
Broadway... Jeanne Bal to make NY 
debut in The Gay Life. ,, Felix Bren- 
tano, 52, producer-director, died, 


Drama Desk 


Foreign Press Association 
awarded first annual drama prize 


to Edward Albee for American Dream 


and The Death of Bessie Smith, 


Broadway Business 


Variety reports an increase 
in business atemost shows with sell- 
outs at-Camelot, Carnival, Mary 
Mary, Sound of Music, 


Special Events 


Porgy and Bess abridged ver- 
sion will be presented at Lewisohn 
Stadium, NYC, Jul 15 with William 
Warfield, Leesa Foster, Rawn Spear- 
man, 


Off Broadway 


Shows that closed include-- 
Noontide after 38, Meet Peter Grant 
after 28,and Young Abe Lincoln after 
62 performances... Marian Seldes 
replaced Claudia Morgan, A Fig Leaf 
in Her Bonnet...Red Eye of Love is 
now giving Fri and Sat 7 and10 PM 
performances... Walt Whitman and 
I one man show by Bruce Millholl - 
and to be presented Jul 17 and Jul 31 
at 4lst St Theatre by Barbara Grimer 
-Eleanor Horn.,.Hector by Robert 
Heide was dropped from bill at New 
Playwrights Theatre opening due to 
length of program, 


"The Colonnade", 434 Lafay- 
ette St, is name of new 170 seat play- 
house to be opened by Irish Players 
in fall for Sharon's Grave. A second 
theatre in same building will be con- 
structed by Raines-Kenevan Product- 
ions... The Buskers, British play by 
Kenneth Jupp, to open Oct 25 at Crick- 
et, directed by Amnon Kabatchnik ... 
American Savoyards plan 30 week NY 
season of Gilbert & Sullivan and "'nos- 
talgic" operettas next year. 


Theatre TV Notes 


NBC Hall of Fame to open 
fall season with Victoria Regina 
starring Julie Harris,to be taped 
in Aug. 


Theatre Book Notes 


Mary Stuart and The Maid of 
Orleans by Schiller translated by 
Charles Passage published by Ungar 
($4, 50 hardcover , $1.75 paperback. ) 


Legal Dept 


Stagehand's union has flatly 
rejected League of NY Theatres 
plea to extend contract for one year 
with no changes, Their contract ex- 
pires Jul 31 and union will seek ad- 
justments in wages and working con- 
ditions, 


Play Diary 


Susan Slept Here- 4lst St 
7/ll...Student Prince- G Mews 7/13. 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


The Voice of the Turtle-4lst St (125 W 41)- 6/27. 
5 pro- Times, News, Post, Journal American, World Tele- 
gram & Sun- and 1 con- Herald Tribune- filed on first 
two week presentation of Barbara Griner- Eleanor Horn 
"All Comedy Summer Festival." Revival of 1943 John van 
Druten comedy staged by Matt Cimber with Mindy Carson, 
Jean Shepard, Joyce Randolph was praised generally for 
excellent cast and direction, though affirmative voters did 
differ if comedy with wartime background was dated, Sole 
dissenter did not enjoy old fashioned play, unevenly acted, 
Pro voter Esterow, Times, found it still light, witty and 
touching, though not as brilliant as it first seemed, the 
acting he marked excellent, the direction able, Davis, 
News, liked play which remains a very human document, 
its resourceful cast, acted and staged nicely, Herridge , 
Post, approved of pleasant production with its attractive 
cast, though she noted that the attitude once thought so 
sophisticated and the wit once thought so gay, seem oh so 
cute and coy. Aston, WTS, cheered jolly show with cast 
kept busy by director; though he okayed cast he did admit 
it was not up to the jeweled sense of style and pace need- 
ed, O'Conner, Journal American, raved about high class 
adult gay comedy now as good as ever with its excellent 
cast, Negative voter Morgenstern, Herald Tribune, mild- 
ly vetoed harmlessly naive production of a pretty naive 
play , pleasant enough but inescapably old-fashioned, He 
okayed Carson most of the time, but did not have many 
kind words for the other two cast members, 


West of the Moon and The Blood Bugle- New Play- 
wrights Theatre ( West 3rd St & Thompson ) 6/28, 6 con- 
Times, Herald Tribune, News, Post, World Telegram & Sun 
and Journal American- and 0 pro- filed on twin-bill of 
new plays by Robert Heide and Harry Tierney, Jr, present- 
ed and directed by Lee Paton with Paul Giovanni, Joe Pon- 
azecki, James Cahill, Jerry Pagano. Unanious negative ver- 
dict condemned new plays as poor imitations of works by 
Edward Albee and Samuel Beckett, most excused cast mem- 
bers, and all hoped for better next time. Calta, Times, pan- 
ned both as dismil, uninteresting with wilted performances 
and self-conscious direction. Tierney's "Blood Bugle" was 
the less offensive, but presents merely caricatures, Crist, 
Herald Tribune, condemned evening as two hours of noise 
and nonesense, Heide's ''West of the Moon'' a witless and 
inept combination of "The Zoo Story" and "' The Connection" 
and ''Bugle"' 30 minutes harange, simply an embarrassing 
bore. Davis, News, thought "West of the Moon" childish, 
while he walked out on "'Bugle.'"' Herridge, Post, panned 
"West of the Moon" as trite, sketchy, tedious, and "Bugle" 

a repetitive bombast, the result more of an experiment on 
audience, O'Connor, Journal American, lashed the two 
hours of drivel in tiny room seating 60 which was hot. 
Aston, WTS, approved of the air-conditioning in the 
playhouse when it was on, which was not all the time. But 
as for the plays he summed them as a lot of declamation, 
considerable elocution, plus recitation, 


Love's Labour's Lost-Stratford, Ont- 6/21, 2 
pro- Times, Herald Tribune- filed for third new program 
in repertory at Canadian Shakespeare Festival. Taubman, 
Times, and Kerr, Herald Tribune, had special praise for 
excellent, inspired direction of Michael Langham, as 
well as cheers for cast headed by Paul Scofield, Len Ci - 
ceri, Jack Creley. Times traveling reviewer enjoyed jov- 
ial sparkle, elegant and earthy without a clash of styles or 
a breach of taste. Herald Tribune man praised cheerful 
charming production of a minor comedy that never before 
seemed to have so much life, 


Paradise Island- Jones Beach Marine Theatre 6/22 
6 pro- and | con- Herald Tribune- filed on original Hawaiian 
musical fantasy presented by Guy Lombardo, with book , 
‘music and lyrics by Carmen Lombardo and John Jacob Loeb, 
book adapted by Frances Swann, directed by Swann, choreo - 
graphy by June Taylor with Elaine Malbin, Jack Washburn, 
Arthur Treacher, William Gaxton, Affirmative reviewers 
filed rave notices for spectacular elements of huge stage 
effects on land and water, and generally milder on book 
and musical elements, while single negative reviewer con- 
demned both spectacle and theatre elements, Calta, Times, 
recommended spectacular for small fry and family groups 
for its visual spectacular results and breathtaking examples 
of talents from the 50th state; while he marked the book inn- 
ocous, and the best music in the show that provided during 
an interlude by Guy Lombardo and his Orchestra, Chapman, 
News, raved over finest show yet down at outdoor stadium 
with its corny plot cannily assembled to provide generous 
slices of enjoyment for all, Coleman, Mirror, also applaud- 
ed titan of musicals with its book providing an excellent 
framework for terrific theatrical effects, pleasant music 
and lyrics,a super-duper show for colossal stage, Herridge, 
Post, enjoyed the diverting session with its book providing 
an excuse for some of the most spectacular stage effects 
in theatre history, songs mildly pleasant and admirably sung. 
O'Connor, Journal American, loved superlative spectacle 
with its greatest show on water and with tuneful original 
melodies, Aston, WTS, billed it as a wide-angle circus, 
and suggested his readers enjoy it as children would, Mor- 
genstern, Herald Tribune, panned book as witless and ted- 
ious, and the spectacle as not pure, Dissenter pointed out 
that production in state park is in effect state supported 
theatre where some effort should be made to improve the 
public's taste not to debase it, 


THEATRE 
RECORD 


COMMENTS 


Donnybrook original cast album (Kapp) recommend- 
ed by Aston, World Telegram & Sun, for allowing all those 
who saw production an opportunity to study a bit and dis - 
cover that the Johnny Burke tunes grow on the listener... 
Carnival original cast album (MGM) okayed by Coleman , 
Mirror, for pleasant listening, 


INTER - 


VIEW 


HI-LITES 


ARNOLD WEINSTEIN, Red Eye of Love, author, 
forsees a possible trend of poets in the theatre, he told 
Cleaves, World Telegram & Sun, Current Off Broadway 
plays by poets include works by Tagore, Thomas, Brecht, 
Claudel and himself, Maybe people are beginning to long 
for the beauty of words again, Weinstein is now working 
on a musical adaptation of Mamba's Daughters, while a 
play of his, The Undercover Lover, will be presented at 
Hofstra College, Hempstead, NY, this summer... Author 
believes a poet is more inclined to vaudeville than the 
naturalistic theatre, he told Field, Mirror, Like poetry, 
vaudeville is quick, concise, and humorous, Also the sad- 
ness of jokes is like the sadness of poetry, 


os 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


NEW SOLUTIONS SOUGHT... Blaming high production costs 
and inflated ticket prices for the debilitated state of 
the Fabulous Invalid,as many critics have been doing 
in recent weeks, has been wrong, points out Coleman, 
Mirror. Proof is the failure of Pal Joey to find an 
audience for its low priced tickets, The experts had 
better find answers in prescribing for the theatre 's 
ills, Mirror aisle-sitter renewed his offer to finance 
a committee of theatre leaders toward weighing this 
all important problem and finding sensible solutions, 
Bernard Barach or David Dubinsky were suggested 
as possible chairmen, 


COLUMN TIPS...Lerner & Rodgers may drop plan to do 
musical on ''Coco'' Chanel, hears Kilgallen, Journal 
American... Martha Wright is best bet to replace 
Mary Martin, Sound of Music, predicts Wilson, Post, 


PARK BARD,..The chance to spend good money after good 
will come when the NY Board of Estimate will either 
agree or refuse to appropriate $60,000 for this sea- 
son's productions of free Shakespeare in Central Park, 
stated Times editorial... The following day the Board 
did approve measure by slim majority vote of 12-10 , 
they had vetoed it in Sept vote. 


REVIEWERS AT WORK.,.The theatre isn't a thing, itis a 
magic that can touch and elevate not only its practit- 
ioners but also its patrons, comments Aston, World 
Telegram & Sun. An incredible hope springs in his 
chest every opening night when he trusts the upcom- 
ing entertainment will be the show of shows, 


VARIETY CORRECTIONS... Coleman, Mirror, marked his 
"Variety" ballot for "best actor" for Laurence Oliv- 
ier in both leading roles in Becket, but if forced to 
make a choice he would pick his portrayal of Henry 
Il... Chapman, News, skipped both Olivier charact- 
erizations, and listed Anthony Quinn's Henry II for 
"best actor," 


DRAMA MAIL BOX... Ticket reservation system suggest- 
ions detailed by a Herald Tribune reader include-- 
an adequately staffed box office to accept politely 
reservations for definite locations with seats to be 
held 48 hours until receipt of check and cooperation 
with local retail stores and banks for sale of theatre 
tickets, 


SECOND GUESSES...Red Eye of Love provides avant garde 
a service of hinting that comedy cannot be slapped 
down like so many playing cards, points out Kerr, 
Herald Tribune, In this attractively mounted and 
acted play Arnold Weinstein is edging his chosen 
form toward an understanding of the difference be- 
tween idly unreasonable and the provocatively irrel- 
evant, 


Stratford, Conn, Shakespeare has one 
positive phase, notes Aston, WTS. Patrons may 
argue about acting, sets or direction, but they agree 
As You Like It and Macbeth are a lot for the money, 
People should go to the pretty house on the Housat - 


onic, 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


T he Voice of the Turtle is a delightful, breezy revival 
of a still funny, charming light-hearted comedy about nice, 
wholesome ,normal people. Sprightly dialogue is not dated 
and it is a joy to rediscover an intelligent comedy based on 
character, rather thann on one or two trade jokes, Mindy 
Carson's high-style treatment is perfect and more than 
carries along the lesser acting abilities of her leading man, 
The direction sets a speedy, bouncy pace that never slackens, 
The downstairs playhouse, on 4lst St, is comfortably air- 
cooled and the $3.90 top is just right for NY's first try at 
summer stock right off Broadway. For those who would 
like to take their strawhat playgoing the easy way, without 
long drives, without bugs, this would seem to be the ideal 
answer, 


* 


Paradise Island is a block long and a bay deep spec- 
tacle that will probably provide ideal outdoor entertainment 
for lovers of Hawaiian fire-dancers and /or hula-hula dancers 
who want a wholesale rate. But for outdoor pageant and lowly 
theatre buffs the results are much less enchanting, Original 
book, dialogue and music near an all-time low of triteness , 
The Jones Beach stagecraft experts who presented thrilling, 
spectacular productions of Show Boat and Song of Norway 
have had a lapse of taste in trying hard to provide some - 
thing for everyone except legit theatre patrons, Dancers , 
Hawaiian and American, fill the acres of stage with lively 
routines, but the actors and singers are left with little to 
do but walk on and off the huge stage piers. For those who 
do venture out to the Hawaiian musical fantasy they should 
remember that Jones Beach in the evening is actually as cold 
as Alaska and they must bring a top coat or freeze, 


* * 


The NY State Theatre in Lincoln Center may yet be- 
come the site of some of the NY City Center diverse pro - 
grams, That is if the NY City Board of Estimate can for - 
get its recorded opinion that theatre is a dirty word and 
vote the $2 or $3 million required to complete construction 
of the new playhouse, A slight hint that this may be possible 
is the approval this week by the Board of the final $ 60,000 
needed for the NY Shakespeare Festival productions in Cen - 
tral Park this pre-election summer, If it is possible for 
Shakespeare to finally become legit, the City Center May 
have a fighting chance to win itself a new theatre at a bar - 
gain rate, 


* * 


New college playhouses are being set up across the 
land in ever increasing numbers, Millions of college stud - 
ents in the next decade will get their first taste of theatre 


at these beautifully equipped theatres, If the productions 


they attend on a regular basis of from four to eight times 
per year are of a worthwhile quality from all standpoints, 
the chances of a theatre habit developing among millions 
of college graduates is not a far-fetched dream, It is up 
to the college drama departments to see that their beaut- 
ful showcases are used to the best advantage. 


* * 
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OUTER 


BROADWAY 


THEATRE 


LETTER 


Ccllege Theatre 


Adelphi College, Garden 
City, NY, to erect $10 million Inst- 
itute of Creative and Performing 
Arts. New building designed by 
Richard Neutra-Robert Alexander, 
Los Angeles, to include three thea- 
tres--a 2000 seat auditorium, a 
smaller theatre in the round, and 
an experimental little theatre, 


Evan the Hater a new poetic 
drama by Albert Johnson to be pre- 
sented by University of Redlands, 
Calif, Drama T rio, on tour this sum- 
mer, Starting Jul 2 at Woodland 
Drama Circle, National Christian 
Writing Center, Green Lake, Wisc. 


Fordham Summer Play - 
house opens Jul 21 with Brigadoon 
directed by Jack Molyneaux.,.St. 
Michael's College, Winooski Park, 
Vt, Playhouse opens Jul 2 with Say 
Darling featuring "Players" from 
Catholic Univ, Washington. D.C, 
in their llth season, It also marks 
opening of new $30,000 college 
playhouse seating 350, 


ANTA 


ANT A Guest Series has arr- 
anged appearances-of Eddie Hodges 
in Mrs McThing Jul 12-18 at Miss, 
Southern College, Hattiesburg, Miss 
.-«-David Hurst in three one act plays 
at Univ of Wisc, Milwaukee Jul 26-29 
ee. Julie Haydon at Millikin Univ, De- 
catur, Ill Nov 2-4, 


Drama Desk 


George Jean Nathan Award 
for Critical Writing deadline for next 
year is Sept 15,1961, Entries should 
be submitted to Prof Louis Marta , 
Yale Univ, New Haven, Conn... Ford 


Fund announces third series of fellow- 
ships open to critics, museum curators, 


etc "to contribute their insights and 
experience to the understanding and 
development of the creative arts in 
America." Details from Ford Fund, 
477 Madison Av, NY 22, NY. 


Road Shows 


The Miracle Worker closed 
ten week Chicago run, and will re- 
open Jul 28 at Opera House, Central 
City, Colo, for four week stand ... 
Little Mary Sunshine national com - 
pany to open Aug | at Candlelight 
Theatre, Montreal 


Summer Playhouses 


Princeton Players, Inc, will 
open season at Princeton Country 
Day School, Princeton, NJ Jul 3 
with two Shaw short plays Village 
Wooing and Great Catherine, dir- 
ected by Philip Minor. Producers 
John Crowther-Joseph Fitchett - 
Paul Glickler also will present a 
resident company in Ibsen's The 
Lady from the Sea, Anouilh's Romeo 
and Jeannette , Genet's The Maids 
and Deathwatch , Brecht's Cauc - 
asian Chalk Circle, 


Off Beach Theatre Club, 
95 Mill Road, Westhampton Beach, 
NY, to present season of new 
plays by Yvette Schumer on a club 
basis, $25 per season of five plays 
starting Jul 6 with twin bill of shart 
operas The Last Word and Mardi 
Gras, music by Mildred Kayden , 
librettos by Carl Carmer and James 
Broughton, 


Straight Wharf Playhouse , 
Nantucket, Mass to open season of 
Institute for Advanced Studies in 
Theatre Arts, NYC, presentations 
starting Jul 3 with Congreve's The 
Way of the World, Also to be pre- 
sented are Schiller's Love and In- 
trigue, Anouilh's Antigone, Japan- 
ese Kabuki play Naruami, , The 
Misanthrope, Pirandello's Enrico 
IV, and Juno and the Paycock, 


Somers, Conn, Playhouse, to 


be operated this season by Sylvia Sie- 


gler-Lew Cooper-Ken Gaston- Bob 


Cotton... Theatre-in-the-Round, West- 
hampton Beach, NY Bath & Tennis Club 


to present eight week season starting 


Jul 1! with The Matchmaker , produced 


by Stanley Woolf Players. 
Tryouts This Week 


Walk Alone Together- by 
Patricia Joudry at John Drew Thea- 
tre, Eat Hampton, NY 7/1-8 


Catch a Fallen Star- by 
Denis Towey at Towndock Theatre, 
Port Washington, NY 7/3-8 


The Turn of the Screw - 
new opera by Benjamin Britten 
with Patricia Neway at Arts Centre 
Theatre, Boston, Mass 7/4-15, 


B etween Seasons- by Mal- 
colm Welles with Gloria Swanson 
at Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge 
Mass 7/3-8, 


God's Little Acre-adapted 
by Howard Richardson-Frances Go- 
forth at Guthsville, Penn, Playhouse 
7/3-15, 


London 


Prince of Wales Theatre re- 
furbishing to include new seats and 
carpets and improved lighting. With 
closing of The World of Suzie Wong 
after 680 performances,house will 
reopen Aug 21 for seven week run 
of An Evening with Sammy Davis, Jr 


to be followed by Do Re Mi with Max 


Bygraves. 


Oh Dad Poor Dad Mamma's 

Hung You in the Closet and I'm Feel- 
ing So Sad opens Jul 5 at Lyric, Ham- 
mersmith with StellaAdler , Andrew 
Ray, Susan Burnet, directed by Frank 
Corsaro, presented by Roger Stevens 
-H M Tennent, Ldt, It will be moved 
to West End later and may be pre- 
sented next year in NYC, 


Finian's Rainbow with Biff 
McGuire, Jeannie Carson, Bobby 
Howes closed after ten week road 
tour, unable to book London house 
Stratford, Ont, Festival product- 
ions of HMS Pinafore and Pirates of 
Penzance staged by Tyrone Guthrie 
to tour England inl962...The Tanger- 
ine, Guy Bolton's adaptation of 
Christine de Rivoyre's novel, to be 
presented in Sept by Anne Deere Wi- 
man, directed by Alexander Macken - 
drick, 


US Repertory 


Edward Albee to join New 
York Repertory Theatre Latin Am- 
erica trek starting Jul ll in Buenos 
Aires, He will give series of 5 lec- 
tures at Univ of Buenos Aires, The 
Zoo Story is being presented by _ 
group. 


Europe 


Obadzeng, original musical 
with 50 member amateur cast from 
Ghana , opens three week tour of 
Soviet Union Jul 10, 


Dark of the Moon in English 
opens summer season of Play Guild 


of Rome, Teatre de Servi, directed 
by Ella Gerber, 


Children's Theatre 


Young Abe Lincoln with NY 


company will play the summer at 
Fantasyland, Gettysburg, Penn 


"CD" digests all theatre 
material in the 2100 pages 
of 7 NY daily papers of 
the preceding week," CD" 
are subscribers are invited 
to inquire further for 
more specific data on cur- 
rent reviews, back reviews 
=~S—! and out-of-town tryout re- 
views via mail, phone or 
drop by for coffee and 
facts when in NYC, 


* 


